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Farningham Parish Council met on Wednesdays 13th May and 10th June 2026 and all councillors attended both meetings as did our Clerk Helen Penney. Sevenoaks District Councillors Laurence Ball and Alan White attended at least one while KCC Councillor Marc Logen provided written reports which are attached to the relevant minutes of the meetings. 

New chair:
At our May meeting, Kevin McGeough was elected as Chair and Daryl Burns was elected as Vice Chair. The Parish Council is very grateful to Daryl for her leadership and commitment whilst she was Chair to the Parish Council and looks forward to continuing to benefit from her experience in her new role as Vice Chair. We congratulate Kevin on his appointment to Chair and wish him every success in the role.

Councillor vacancy:
No election was called following the resignation of Mike Cook and we are therefore seeking to co-opt a new Parish Councillor. If you would like to find out more about the role, please speak to a Parish Councillor. If you would like to discuss the application process, please contact our Clerk.

Highways Improvement Plan.
KCC has published an updated HIP Information Pack and Cllr Logen circulated this with his May report. It is a comprehensive document and Councillors thanked Cllr Logen for this. 

Police Report:
P.C. Joseph Weatherall attended the Annual Parish meeting in May and told us that the second officer seriously injured in the fatal crash at the Button Street junction with the A20 is making a good recovery. He also said the most calls to the police from the Farningham area is about anti-social behaviour and nuisance vehicles. P.C. Weatherall emphasised the importance of residents reporting all incidents directly to the Police via 999, 101, online or Crimestoppers, as this is the only way they can build an accurate picture of what is happening in the area and allocate resources accordingly. He will again visit the Scratchers Lane layby to monitor possible anti-social behaviour at bike meetings and urged everyone to sign up to My Community Voice so they can receive police updates when they are issued. My Community Voice can be accessed from any computer search engine.

Finance: 
Our accounts for the 2025/26 financial year have been signed off by the Internal Auditor and were approved by us at our meeting on 10 June. Residents can view the accounts during the Exercise of Public Rights period, which runs from 15th June to 24th July 2026, by prior arrangement with the Clerk.

A Busy Day, Friday 26 June:
Depending on when you receive this Trident issue, Friday 26 June may either have just passed or still be to come. On this day, PC Ellie Collins was at the Shand Hall Breakfast Café, 10:30 to 11:30 for a “Coffee with a Cop” pop-up event and, on the same day, 10:30am to 2:30pm, the North West Kent Countryside’s Mark Gallant headed an ecology event at the river, including a group of volunteers clearing the noxious weed Himalayan Balsam from the river banks. 

Don’t forget:
Sevenoaks District Council’s Family Fun Day is at Market Meadow on Wednesday 29 July, 10.30am to 1:30pm. There is no charge to enter and there will be plenty of children’s activities. 

Our Neighbourhood Plan:
The Business and landowner’s pop-up event in the Shand Hall was very useful in understanding the needs of our local businesses. Our fund-raising Elvis evening has sold out but you can now reserve your spot at the Quiz Night in the Village Hall on 12th September. You should also have received your copy of the latest Farningham Neighbourhood Plan newsletter and all the information is available on the Neighbourhood Plan section of our Parish website.

Our address:
We have updated our website and email addresses to the new gov.uk domain to make our communications more secure and easier for residents to recognise.

Regular updates:
If you would like more regular updates from Farningham Parish Council they are available on Facebook or by email. To receive email updates, please complete the sign up box at the foot of the home page www.farninghamparishcouncil.gov.uk   The Facebook link is www.facebook.com\farninghampc 

Our next Parish Council meeting is on Wednesday, 8th July 2026, 7pm in the Shand Hall, which is adjacent to the Church. There is an allocation of time for public participation and if you would like to attend please contact the Clerk via the links at the head of this page. 

Cllr Salmon
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